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There Are No Shortcuts
To Any Place Worth Going

Hello Everyone!
I cannot believe how fast this year is going! I hope you are all having
an excellent school year. The board has been working hard to pull
together new and interesting ideas for summer conference in Gillette
June 11-13. You can expect to see some of your favorite things like steak
fry and an awesome key-note. However, we are pleased to announce
that we are giving the "round table" time back to the divisions. We
believe that time with your division doing things that are valuable to
you is most important. We want this time to be for best practices,
Kristi Holum
collaboration, and leaving with teaching tools in hand. If you find an
WACTE President
interesting topic that another division is doing, we encourage crossdiscipline attendance. Start brain-storming now for cool ideas to share with division. If you
have ideas to share with the board, please let your division officers know.
National ACTE/NAAE is taking place next week in Nashville and I am pleased to announce
there are 54 people from Wyoming attending!! This is amazing! I am proud to represent a state
with such active members. If you are Nashville, please look me up as I would like to visit with
you about the direction of WACTE while we are there. I know I am looking forward to dynamic
speakers and workshops full of teaching tips I can bring home. If you are not attending, much
of the conference material is available online on the ACTE website so you can still access this
great information. I encourage you to check it out.
Lastly, take some time over the holiday break to recharge. We have difficult jobs and it's
important to take some time for ourselves when we can. Read a good book, bake cookies, binge
watch a series on Netflix, enjoy your hobbies, spend time with family, or just sleep in for a few
days. One of my favorite sayings is, you can't pour from an empty cup. Fill your cup over the
break!
Happy Holidays,
Kristi Holum

Do Not Let What You Can’t Do
Interfere With What You Can Do

Alan Shotts is currently serving as the Legislative Liaison for WACTE and it
that capacity he is tracking and disseminating legislative information that
might impact WACTE/CTE Teachers. Check your e-mails for regular
updates from Alan. The big buzz for CTE right now includes adding
Computer Science to the “Basket of Goods” and a potential Hathaway
Resolution that has been approved by the Wyoming School Boards
Association for 3 sequenced CTE courses rather than 2 years of CTE.

Did You Know … The WACTE Website Has Legislative
Info & Links On The Resource Page - Check It Out!

Alan Shotts
Legislative Liason

Your new Executive Administrator is hard at work, updating and fine-tuning the processes
for tracking your division’s financial activity, and membership data!
It’s been an interesting journey with a few unforeseen side trips! The most recent trip required
your President and me to complete an annual report for ACTE, which had us taking some time to
scrutinize the information in our Constitution, By Laws and Policies and Procedures, as well as
the data that is posted on our website. There have been a few minor updates to the information
in our official documents, and some corrections to misspelled words and formatting. According
to our By Laws, these corrections will be presented to the Executive Board for review and
approval. Once approved, you will see these documents posted to our website. In addition, we
will work with the webmaster and the Executive Board to enhance the website with more
information relevant to you as a member or an officer in WACTE and/or its CTE divisions.
The WACTE and division financial records have now been through a complete and thorough
review! All division records are now balanced, and will be distributed to your treasurer’s for
review the first week of November. At this point, I am rebuilding the computer records and
writing a consistent process for recording our financial transactions, with built in checks and
balances so that I can confidently provide accurate financial data at any time it’s requested!
My original jaunt through the financial records has also taken me on several treks into the details
of our membership records. I’ve found a few members who were lost in the forest, and I’ve
rescued them and added them to your division rosters! Your President’s will be receiving the
updated membership lists, and hopefully, we’ll have the current WACTE Newsletter out to all
members this time! There were almost 50 kick-backs on the September Newsletter, and I didn’t
have that many e-mail corrections, so please help your President’s with updating any contact
information for your members that you might know of. I will also plan to distribute the
newsletter to our inactive members as a promotion to remind folks that we are still here!
As the journey continues, I’m still planning some excursions to a couple of financial institutions
where we hold some Certificates of Deposit. I’ve also met folks from the ACTE organization and
am working on making contact with the National organizations for each of your divisions.
Please feel free to reach out to me at any time! The email for our organization continues to be
wacteexecsec@gmail.com. I don’t always get to it every day, but at least several times a week I
check in and take care of any requests that arrive.

WACTE is excited to welcome Thunder Basin FBLA as our new Partners in
Business! The Thunder Basin FBLA Members are partnering with WACTE and
trying their hand as our Publications Editors!
The students are really excited and are jumping right in there to bring you the
November/December Edition of the WACTE Newsletter. Thanks for your patience
during this transition period.
In order to thrive, the newsletter needs your help! PLEASE send a brief paragraph
to let us know what's happening in your classroom, or a picture with a short
caption. The new e-mail for all WACTE related publications is:
wacte.publications@gmail.com.
The FBLA “Partnership with a Business” project recognizes FBLA chapters that
develop and implement the most innovative, creative, and effective partnership
plan. The purpose of this project is to learn about a business through
communication and interaction with the business community. Students working
on the project are required to demonstrate excellent verbal communication; display
effective decision-making and problem-solving skills; express self-confidence and
poise; work well as a team; exhibit logic and systematic understanding; and conduct
a professional business presentation. Visit www.fbla-pbl.org to learn more about
the Partnership with a Business Project!

The Casper Ramkota was host to 700 DECA and FBLA members, October 2. The
joint conference allowed the members to work the majority of the day with the
FOCUS Leadership team from Milwaukee. The four-member team shared their
knowledge in the areas of Effective Communication, Risk Taking, Leading Change,
Creativity, Teamwork, Promotion, Presentation Skills, Stage Presence, Speech
Preparation, and Competitive Events Tips. The workshops were fun and
interactive.
Following the four, one-hour leadership
sessions, FBLA chapters had the opportunity
to raise money for the Wyoming March of
Dimes Chapter by participating in a FBLA
trivia game called Battle for Babies. Rocky
Mountain FBLA took home the traveling
plaque this year! DECA members were given
the opportunity to practice a competitive role
play with approximately 35 volunteer judges
from the Casper area. It was a great way to get some feedback from business
professionals as they start preparing for state competition in February.
Both organizations ended with individual closing
sessions run by the respective organizations’ state
officer teams to discuss plans for this school year
and important upcoming conference dates.
DECA members will hold their state conference
February 5-6 in Cheyenne, while FBLA members
will spend March 15-17 at the University of
Wyoming as the College of Business hosts their
state conference.
Since each organization will need approximately 140 judges for state competition,
please contact Barb Frates at fratesb@wyfbla.org if you know of business
professionals in the Cheyenne and Laramie areas that would be willing to work
with our very intelligent and talented Wyoming youth.
Submitted By Barb Frates, Wyoming DECA and Wyoming FBLA State Adviser

The Family, Career and Community Leaders of America Fall Conference was held on October 18 at
the Ramkota Hotel in Casper. The theme of the conference was “Unbreakable”. This day-long
conference is held each October as a kick-off to the year and hosts between 400 and 500 students
who range from 7th grade to 12th grade, and includes students who are new to FCCLA or have been
members for many years. It is also a chance for the Advisers to get together and learn what has
been happening.
This year’s keynote speaker was Kacey McAllister, a native of Wyoming who lost his legs in an
accident when he was 6 years old. He recently completed a 13-mile Spartan race using only his
arms and hands. He was very inspirational to the students and truly gave them something to
think about.
Wyoming FCCLA is proud to be the home state of 2017-18 National FCCLA President, Miss Grace
Belize Anderson. Grace is from the Devil’s Tower area, living on a ranch with her parents and
younger sister, Faith. She is a senior with Wyoming Virtual Academy, but affiliates and
participates with the Moorcroft FCCLA chapter with Mrs. Darcy Sams as her adviser. She gave a
welcome speech and encouraged all the members at Fall Conference to be “Unbreakable!”

Submitted By Darcy Sams, WATFACS

FCCLA National President
Grace Belize Anderson

Passion is the difference
between having a Job

and having a Career

Moorcroft FCCLA Chapter
at Fall Conference

Students from Triumph have the opportunity to attend a workshop each month at the Escoffier School in
Boulder, CO. Students recently attended a workshop called “Dine & Brine” featuring information on how to
brine a turkey and make all of the Thanksgiving traditional “fixings”. Following the workshop students
toured the Celestial Seasoning Tea Factory and Hammond Candy Factory. Students then enjoyed dinner at
Cinzetti’s in Northglenn, CO. In October, Chef Miwha of Escoffier did a live demonstration on how to
make éclair mummies for Halloween through video streaming. The use of technology allows students to
experience interacting with a food service industry professional while seeing new techniques and getting
new ideas. This technology allows the guest chef to see and talk with students just as if she was standing in
the classroom.
Submitted By Michelle Aldrich , WATFACS

The Thunder Basin High School DECA team travelled to Scottsbluff, Nebraska to compete in the
Wyo-Braska Greater Regional Conference on Nov. 7. TBHS DECA is a brand-new team and was excited to
take 4 competitors to the event, earning a total of 3 top-three finishes in two events. This event featured
more than 300 top competitors from both Wyoming and Nebraska. Saad Khan competed in Hotel and
Lodging Management, Estela Castro-Ruiz competed in Marketing Communications, Ramon Barneda
competed in Restaurant and Food Service Management earning the Top Overall Award, and Alice Wood
competed in the Food Marketing Series event also earning the Top Overall Award.
The culinary students at Thunder Basin High School recently held
“Cupcake Wars”. The students were judged on presentation, frosting
flavor, and cupcake taste!

Congratulations to Wyoming's Newest FBLA Chapter – Thunder Basin FBLA! The new officers did a
great job during the Chapter & Officer Installation ceremonies. Career & Technical Student
Organizations offer students leadership, communication, service, and job readiness skills that will serve
them well into their futures. Congrats to the new FBLA members!!!
Congratulations to Wyoming's Newest FFA Chapter Coal Country FFA! The new FFA Chapter kicked off Thunder
Basin’s Homecoming week with their Officer Installation
Ceremony and Ice Cream Social. The newly elected officers
did a great job and represented the school very well. Shout
out to great teachers like Kristi Holum that go above and
beyond their regular classroom duties to advise Career &
Technical Student Organizations!

Submitted By Andrew Borgialli, WBEA &
Kristi Holum, WVATA

Happy Fall Wyoming Business Teachers! It seems like school just started yesterday, and we are now rapidly flying
towards Christmas break! The Wyoming Business Education Association (WBEA) has been busy this fall trying to
recruit new members and promoting the importance of belonging to WBEA with current members. WBEA Leadership
Team members Andrew Borgialli & Barb Frates hosted an Advisers
Hospitality Room (compliments of WBEA) at the FBLA & DECA Fall
Leadership Conference held in Casper. Advisers and Business
Teachers had the opportunity to network and learn about WBEA,
while students had a fun filled day of professional and leadership
development. FBLA has had a full schedule traveling around the
state to conduct Local Officer Trainings. Mark your calendars for
the 2
0 18 WACTE/WBEA Conference (June 11 – 13) in Gillette,
Wyoming a t Thunder Basin High School, it’s going to be an
FBLA LEADS (Officer Training), WY
event you do not want to miss! In order to plan a GREAT
conference, WBEA Leadership Team Members need your help!
Please visit: WBEA 2017-18 Information Survey to complete a short questionnaire that will help WBEA serve you!
Wyoming Personal Finance Teachers Attend #JSNEC17
Wyoming was well represented at the 2017 Jump$tart National Educator Conference in Washington D.C.,
November 3-5, 2017. The Jump$tart Coalition National Educator Conference is the only
national conference for classroom teachers dedicated to personal finance education in the
classroom. Each year, the conference provides PreK-12 educators with financial education
resources, personal and professional development, access to a nation-wide network of colleagues,
and general support for financial education. The conference includes:
Casper Teachers
 Tools, Resources, Information & Support for Personal Finance
Engaged in a Session
 Content & Personal Development Workshops
 Nationally Recognized Speakers
Learning GREAT
 Networking with Peers
Resources from
 Exhibit Hall
Next Gen
 15 Professional Development Hours
WYO Teachers with
Personal Finance Teachers from Gillette, Casper, & Cheyenne attend the conference and came
GOODING at
home with new and exciting financial literacy tools to add in their toolbox. For more information
Jump$tart
on Jump$tart or next year’s conference, visit: www.jumpstart.org. Jump$tart also has a great Social
Media presence with updated information and personal finance resources.
WBEA President Selected as Innovative Educator
WBEA President Andrew Borgialli, was selected by Visa’s Practical
Money Skills as an Innovative Educator in Personal Finance/Financial
Literacy. Each month, Practical Money Skills honors an educator who
has found new and exciting ways to help children and adults gain
financial literacy skills.
Visa welcomed its Innovative Educator
Sponsorship recipients who attended the Jump$tart National Educator
Conference in Washington D.C. from November 3–5. Visa hosted a
luncheon for the six educators along with Jump$tart board members and
sponsored a Financial Football game at a tailgate party for 300 educators
at the conference. Former NFL Redskins running back and Super Bowl
champ Brian Mitchell joined Visa to coach educators playing a lively
game of Financial Football. Visa also distributed free financial literacy
2017 Practical Money Skills
resources at the conference’s exhibit hall for educators teaching personal
Innovative Educators
finance to students in grades K-12.
For more information on
Practical Money Skills, the Innovative Educator Program, or to read
about Andrew’s selection, please visit: https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/teach/innovative_educator.

Submitted By Andrew Borgialli, WBEA

March 5-7, 2018
Crystal Gateway Marriot
Arlington, VA

Volunteering for ACTE is a great way to grow professionally,
develop leadership skills, and build relationships with highlyengaged peers across the country. Opportunities abound for
members to share their passion and expertise to make a positive
impact on CTE. Are you ready to make a difference? ACTE's
Educators in Action make up a small army of volunteers who are
involved in a variety of activities that support the
implementation
of
ACTE's
mission
and
strategic
plan. Volunteers who join our network receive regular
invitations to serve in their areas of interest, participate in
volunteer training opportunities, and attend exclusive
networking events. Whether you're a seasoned volunteer or new
recruit, ACTE has opportunities for you to get more involved.

2018 Region V Conference
April 11-14, 2018
Colorado Springs
The CTE Support Fund enables ACTE to promote the
interests of members through various types of outreach.

January 5, 2018—January/February Newsletter
March 1, 2018—March/April Newsletter
May 1, 2018—May Newsletter (CTSO Edition)
Please Send a Short Article or Photo of the AWESOME Things
Happening in Your CTE Classrooms!
wacte.publications@gmail.com

Save The Date
WACTE Summer Conference
June 11—13, 2018
Thunder Basin High School

Perseverance Is Failing Nineteen Times &
Succeeding The Twentieth

CTE
Wyoming's

WACTE Winter

Game Changer

Board Meeting Will
Be Scheduled Soon

Do The Best You Can In Every Task
No Matter How Unimportant It May
Seem At The Time

Stay Tuned For
Dates & Times

