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I hope this letter 

finds you well and 

that you had a great 

summer.  I have 

been telling every-

one that August 

feels like one long 

Sunday knowing 

that Monday and 

school are right 

around the corner, 

well that Monday is finally 

here whether we are  

ready for it or not.   It is 

always an exciting time 

with new students, 

classes, and faculty.  So 

hopefully everyone has 

full batteries and is ready 

for the upcoming school 

year. 

 Your executive 

board had a great meet-

ing this summer and I feel 

that next year’s summer 

conference in Cheyenne 

will be one that will be 

talked about for years.  

With so much to see and 

do in our state capital I 

feel there will be many 

ways for you to grow as 

an educator. 

 As your president 

and the chair of the ACTE 

Support Fund I have been 

hearing a lot on increas-

ing membership locally 

and nationally.  I would 

like for everyone out 

there to push for mem-

bership and the easiest 

way to do so is with the 

new faculty in our build-

ings.  I would like to steal 

a line from Chuck Galla-

gher and say “It’s time to 

step up to the plate” and 

one way to do this is to 

share with other teachers 

and administrators the 

benefits of being a 

WACTE member and get 

those who aren’t mem-

bers to join.  I would like 

to set a goal of increasing 

membership by at least 

five percent this year that 

means if we can get ten 

new members to join over 

the course of the year 

that goal will be met. 

 I truly hope that 

you all have a wonderful 

school year.  Please let 

me know if there is any-

thing that the board or I 

can help you with.  I look 

forward to seeing all of 

you in Cheyenne and 

keep up the great work 

that each and every one 

of you are doing for CTE. 

A Letter from the WACTE President 

Mark Your Calendar! 

The WACTE webpage now has a 

calendar feature to making it even 

easier to keep current on WACTE 

related events. Add it to your calendar 

today, so that you will never again 

miss out on a WACTE newsletter 

deadline, WACTE Winter Board 

meeting, WACTE conference call, or 

WACTE Summer Conference.  

Brandon Cone, 

WACTE President 

“We cannot 
change the 
cards we 
are dealt, 
just how we 
play the 
hand.” 

-Randy Pausch 
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WACTE Award Recipients 

WACTE proudly honored some 

outstanding members during 

the WACTE 2014 Summer 

Conference Awards Banquet 

held at the historic Sheridan 

Inn. 

 Top Left: Rod 

Thompson accepts the 

Innovative CTE Program award 

for Lucas Dow from Earl 

Smith. 

 Top Right: Dr. Michelle 

Aldrich accepts the WACTE 

Teacher of the Year award 

from Earl Smith. 

 Middle Left: Candy 

Dooper accepts the 

Outstanding Teacher in 

Community Service award 

from Earl Smith. 

 Middle Right: Carla 

Langseth accepts the WACTE 

Career Guidance award from 

Dr. Michelle Aldrich and Earl 

Smith. 

 Bottom Left: The 

parent’s of Justin Dickey 

accept the CTE 

Student of the Year 

Award from his 

mentor Sasha 

Davidson and Earl 

Smith. 

 Bottom 

Right: Mance Hurley 

accepts the WACTE 

Outstanding New 

Career and 

Technical Teacher of 

the Year award from 

Rod Thompson. 
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WATFACS members once again provided 

an excellent pre-conference offering at 

the 2014 WACTE Summer Conference 

held in Sheridan, Wyoming. Each sum-

mer the number of WATFACS members 

attending pre-conference sessions is im-

pressive because the event continually 

offers high quality and useful sessions. 

While the 2015 WATFACS pre-conference 

topic has not yet been announced there 

is no doubt that it will once again draw 

many WATFACS members. 

 

Submitted by: Janine Goodrich, WATFACS 

High School Students Gain Skills in Early Childhood Education  

WATFACS Members Attend Pre-Conference 

Worland High School students 

are learning skills that can serve 

them well as future teachers or 

parents as they teach local pre-

school children.  The students 

plan lessons for the preschoolers 

based upon the alphabet.  They 

are in charge of selecting a pro-

ject and then preparing, teaching 

and evaluating each lesson.  They 

learn to differentiate instruction 

to meet each child's needs.  The 

projects pictured were for the 

lesson on Letter R--rabbit and 

rocket.  T 

 Through the World of 

Children class, high school stu-

dents gain valuable job skills in 

not only teaching but organizing, 

creativity and responsibility.  Stu-

dents often find the class to be 

life changing as many go on to 

pursue a career in teaching. 

 

Submitted by:  

Brenda Trippel, WATFACS  

 

Wondering where to find WACTE contact information? 

Visit www.wacte.net  

for WACTE contact information as well as other valuable resources. 

C:/Users/Shawna/Desktop/Making the Connection Fall 2014.pub


Making the Connection  5 

www.wacte.net WACTE www.facebook.com/WACTE 

Sheridan College Foundation Grant Recipient 

The Sheridan College Foundation Grant purchased a 

new disc/belt sander to start building the construction 

technology woods fabrication lab one piece of equip-

ment at time. This sander will be used many construc-

tion technology students and provide years of service to 

the community and institution.  

Submitted by: Josh Michelena, WTEA 

Divisions Collaborate on 2014 Kids to Careers 

The 2014 Kids to Careers event held at Sheridan 

College during the WACTE Summer Conference 

included several divisions from WACTE. The event 

originated with WTEA many years ago and this year 

also included the talents of WATFACS, WBEA, and 

WMEA. WATFACS members were on hand to assist 

students with the creation of a pinecone bird 

feeder and to instruct on the importance of proper 

nutrition. The WTEA teachers talked to the 

students about the importance of lab safety before 

building blue bird houses with the students. 

Members from WBEA and WMEA  photographed 

the event and wrote a press release. Students, 

their chaperones, and WACTE event participants 

were treated to a lunch cooked on the grill by 

WTEA members as well as treated to Wilcoxson’s 

ice cream bars.  

Photos Courtesy of: Suzan Newberry, WMEA 

Right: Some of the 

Kid to Careers partici-

pants. Below: Pine-

cone bird feeder 

created by students 

and WATFACS. Below 

Right: Demonstrating 

lab safety glasses. 

Right: 

WACTE New 

Teacher of 

the Year, 

Mance Hur-

ley, WTEA, 

guides a 

student. 

 

Below: Russ 

Rux, WTEA,  

gives lab 

tips to a 

Below: Two 

students learn 

about measur-

ing twice and 

cutting once. 

Above: Josh Mich-

elena, WTEA,  re-

views lab safety 

and blue birds 

factoids.  

Below: WMEA 

members Jill 

Thompson and Don 

Keyser work to 

document the event. 

Tip: 

Want your students to 

see what words they 

are using the most in 

their writing? 

Check out: 

wordle.com 

worditout.com 
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The Big Horn Home Builders Association located 

in Sheridan recognized Sheridan College 

Construction Technology Students, Carpentry 

Apprentices, and HVAC apprentices at their May 

meeting. Students were awarded tool vouchers 

for their achievements. The following are the 

names and programs represented. 

Top Left : Outstanding 1st and 2nd year 

construction tech students. Left to Right  :Scott 

Alltop, JD Pittsley, Preston Walters, Jordan 

Erickson. 

Middle Left: HVAC apprentices: Left to 

Right  : Bryon Bohm, Derrick Linzy, John Brown, 

Seth Tomisich. Not Pictured Kevin Sarkkinen, 

John Atwell and Sean Olson 

Below :  Carpentry Apprentices: Left to Right  : 

Chase Salveson and Chase Anderson 

 

Submitted by: Josh Michelena, Sheridan College 

Construction Technology Instructor and WTEA 

SC Construction Students 

Recognized 

“CTE: Energizing Wyoming’s Economy.” 

2015 WACTE Summer Conference 

June 9-11, 2015 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 

WACTE Newsletter  

Deadlines 

Oct 15, 2014     Dec 20, 2014 

March 15, 2015    May 1, 2015 

Send submissions to Shawna Michelena 
wactenewsletter@hotmail.com 

ACTE  
Nashville, TN 

November 19-22 
 

Region V    
Kansas City 
Spring 2015 

The WACTE Membership Form is Available at: www.wacte.net Simple Click on the Membership Tab. 
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A Look Back at the 2014 WACTE Summer Conference 

Photos Courtesy of: Suzan Newberry, WMEA 


