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Our Mission
The Wyoming Association for Career and Technical Education is a premier, cohesive
organization providing leadership in education reform by utilizing partnerships with
business, family and educators to prepare life long learners with career and life skills.
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WACTE President’s Message

Classroom
Resources:
www.acteonline.org

CTE Month
Resources:
https://
www.acteonline.org/
ctemonth/
#.UsxDNvRDvoY

President’s
Quote:
“Git R Done!” Larry the Cable
Guy

Las Vegas here we come!! Vision 2013 is December 4-7. I hope to see some of you there. It should
be a good time. This is a great time for our local WACTE leaders to get leadership training. Not every
state organization does things the same way we do. ACTE has people and programs to really give
you a jump start into leadership. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.
Believe me, I did not know what I was getting into when I said I would be President of
WACTE. I am not saying this in a negative way. I have learned so much about our organization as
well as Region V and ACTE. There are a lot of people willing to help. All you have to do is ask. They
have all been there. There is no sense in reinventing the wheel when one already exists. I would
hope some of you would take advantage of this opportunity to hone your leadership skills. The only
way we as an organization will continue to grow and prosper is to have people willing to take that
step into leadership.
There are hundreds of excuses one can give not to get involved. I work, I have kids, I am
too busy, I don’t think I am qualified, I don’t know what I am doing, and the list goes on. The only way
to get that knowledge is to dive in and go for it. I did not have any idea what WACTE/ACTE was all
about until I did.
I was, admittedly, a little frightened about being President. I was assured that I would not
be in this alone. I thought ya right. I have attended Region V in Salt Lake and Vision 2012 in Atlanta.
There are so many resources made available. The people from ACTE and Region V made me feel like
part of a family. Anything I wanted to know, I got an answer; anything I had questions about the
other leaders resolved for me. I had serious questions about WACTE when I got back and I asked
more questions. Some of them I investigated myself. By the way, how many of you have every really
read our constitution or policies handbook? What I could not figure out on my own I asked Toni or
past leaders. I spoke to several members to get their input on issues. I got answers.
Has it been all fun and games? No. Has it been worth it? Yes, if for no other reason than the bonds
made with fellow CTE instructors from all around this great nation. One gains a great understanding
that we are not in this alone. The issues we are fighting here in Wyoming are the same issues they
are fighting everywhere. Some school districts have found answers and they share that with us at
these meetings.
I hear people complaining about all sorts of things, yet only a few people are willing to stand up, take
a position, and do something about it. I have great respect for the people that run our organizations
year after year. Yes, it is a little more work. But the networking, friendships, relationships, and
knowledge built from attending these meetings is so powerful.
If you want change then you must do something about it. One way of accomplishing this is
to get involved. Let your voice be heard. Become a leader. If we continue doing things the same
way, expecting something to change, we are fools. Remember, until you are the lead dog the view
never changes.

Right: Earl Smith,
WACTE President
and Toni
Decklever, WACTE
Executive Director
receive the ACTE
Quality
Association Award
from Doug Major,
ACTE President.
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Dr. Michelle Aldrich Honored
Dr. Aldrich was recognized
at an October Laramie
County School District #1
school board meeting as
receiving the CTE Teacher of
the Year award. She was
also awarded the NATFACS
Distinguished Service Award
in December at ACTE in Las
Vegas. Michelle has
tirelessly served CTE,
WATFACS, and NATFACS.
She is more than deserving
of these prestigious awards.
Congratulations, Dr. Aldrich!

Far left: Sara Raikes of Kentucky presenting Dr.
Aldrich the Distinguished Service Award from
NATFACS. Top left: Dr. Aldrich and Jeff Stone after
the presentation of the Distinguished Service
Award. Middle: Dr. Aldrich, Elvis Presley (a surprise
sighting), and Jackie Donnelly. Top right: Cheyenne
FACS teachers, Kathy Hixon, Amber Mathison,
Janel Hays, Jeff Stone (district CTE coordinator),
Michelle Aldrich Jackie Donnelly, and Maureen
Eldridge at the FACS Awards Brunch at the LVH
hotel. Bottom right: Laramie County School District
#1 board meeting.
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CCHS CTE Department Pancake Feed

Every year the CTE
department at Campbell
County High School has a
pancake feed for our
students. It is a great way
to end the year. The
students get to see

Sixteen college
and high school
teams participate
in the Wyoming
SkillsUSA
Welding
Fabrication each
year.

another side of their
teachers. The students
pitch in to get tables and
chairs set up, clean Tom
Pridgeon’s woods lab, and
get everything prepared.
Students show up all day
to enjoy fresh made
pancakes and sausage. As
you know some of our
students can put away
some groceries. We
brought in over 100
pounds of pancake flour,

500 sausages, and 10
gallons of syrup. Russell
Rux mixes pancakes all
day long and the rest of us
cook, serve, and take
pictures. With Christmas
music playing, teachers in
Santa hats, hot griddles,
and syrup flowing it is
quite the day. It is hard to
tell who enjoys it more,
the students or the
teachers.

Kelly Walsh Students Speak at Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation Banquet
Cloud Peak Mining,
Wyoming SkillsUSA and
the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation have a very
special relationship. Cloud
Peak runs the State
Welding Fabrication
contest that is held in
April. The products the
students manufacture are
donated to Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation
chapters throughout the
state. The product is
auctioned at each

chapters annual banquet
and half of what is raised
is given back to the
SkillsUSA chapter that
made it.
In November, the
Casper RMEF Chapter
invited Adam Pestotnik
and Darren Watson,
members of the 3rd place
Welding Fabrication team,
to their annual banquet to
present their Long Range
Shooting Target prior to
the auction. The boys gave
a brief description of the
contest and the type of

teamwork needed to
fabricate the project
within their contest time
frame.
Sixteen college
and high school teams
participate in the
Wyoming SkillsUSA
Welding Fabrication each
year. SkillUSA is very
grateful and appreciative
of the generosity of Cloud
Peak Mining in their huge
donation of all the
materials necessary for
this contest. Auctioned
projects have been a
great fundraiser
for the SkillsUSA
and RMEF
chapters.

Left: Darren Watson and
Adam Pestotnik at the
Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation banquet.
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UW-C Technical Education Students

“They were part
of a bigger
picture, one that
was relevant and
exciting for them.
Learning took
place in such a
form that its
presence wasn’t
as apparent as if
they were sitting
in their assigned
seats at school.
They were
learning, and it
was fun!“

Imagine a group
of Casper’s 5th
grade elementary
students and Rod
Thompson’s UWC Technical
Education
students meeting
for the first time
in a college
classroom. What
do you hear? If
you answered,
“Silence,” you are
right! However, that
“silence” didn’t last long
as the student groups
paired together in their
first ever Ideas to Inspire
(i2i) partnership. While
exploring art, music, math
and problem solving,
these students
collaborated to construct
12 cajons, or Peruvian box
drums, a standard
instrument that is
characterized by its
internal snares.
On November
12th, the students of
Sagewood Elementary
traveled to the college for
an afternoon to build
cajons, play with robots,
and operate a laser
engraver. In addition to
the UW-C Technical
Education students and
their instructor, local
community members and
Casper College Robotics
instructors volunteered
their time and materials to
assist with the
construction.
This project was

with students to
create drum
patterns to
coincide with
songs the
students had
composed.
Students were
still talking
about visiting
the college and
building the
cajons.
unique to the elementary
students as they were
involved in something that
was atypical to a normal
day within the confines of
the four walls of their
school. They were part of
a bigger picture, one that
was relevant and exciting
for them. Learning took
place in such a form that
its presence wasn’t as
apparent as if they were
sitting in their assigned
seats at school. They were
learning, and it was fun!
Something that many
students often lose sight
of is the ability to have fun
and learn at the same
time.
When the
finished cajons were
delivered in December,
excitement gleamed from
both the teachers and
students. Jeffrey Smith,
the percussionist teacher
from Sagewood
Elementary complimented
the cajons’ musical ability.
He was additionally
anxious to begin working

The
UW-C Technical Education
cohort hopes their
involvement with the
younger students inspires
student interest in the CTE
fields offered at Casper
College. As future
educators, this project
was extremely rewarding
to us. It allowed our group
to see the larger picture
as educators and more
importantly has taught us
that “play” should not be
defined as a “bad” word in
terms of education. It also
enhanced the importance
of collaboration within
common core and
electives. We will continue
these similar partnerships
in our future professions
and create similar
rewarding experiences
within our own
classrooms. This
experience has provided
the UW-C Technical
Education students with
the experience of working
with students, leading and
running events, and the
importance of education.

Congratulations, Wendy Pollock!
Wendy was selected as the K2TV October Teacher of the Month. To view the video please go to

http://k2tv.com/news.php?id=3753
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WACTE Winter
Board Meeting
Saturday
February 22, 2014
Cheyenne, WY
Interested in hosting
the 2015 or 2016
WACTE Summer
Conference? Contact
Toni Decklever,
WACTE Executive
Director, prior to
February 22, 2014.
tonisrn@gmail.com
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