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The mission of the Wyoming Association for Career and Technical Education is to
provide educational leadership in developing a competitive workforce.

Jill Thompson, WMEA and WBEA, appears in the photo second from the left at the NGPF
Summer Institute at Standford’s D.School in California.
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Thoughts from the WACTE President
Hello CTE Folks,
School is back in session and the work/fun begins! I hope your start was a good one and
that everything is going well. As the new WACTE President, I’d like to share a few thoughts.
I hesitate to say this will be an exciting year for CTE (I don’t get excited very easily), but I
can say with quite a bit of certainty that it should be interesting. There are several things
coming together in the Wyoming CTE world that should keep us interested.
The Perkins law is still on the burner for reauthorization, however, I don’t think anyone is
foolish enough to put a time frame on it yet. The overwhelming by-lateral support in the
House was a good sign. The general feeling is that it will not be a whole lot different, but
knowing the fed’s, there will be some changes. We’ll just have to wait and see.
Closer to home, there are some possibilities for change in Wyoming. First, it seems
apparent that the NOCTI assessments are here to stay. No matter your feelings about them,
they will offer us some opportunities to advance the cause of CTE. Having and using data
from an independent source will give our programs more validity in the eyes of outsiders. We
know the power of CTE to affect lives, but this will give us another tool to spread the word.
Second, with the implementation of ESSA and Wyoming legislation to comply with it, there
is an increased focus on “Career Ready”. What does that mean? What does it look like and
how do we measure and verify it? Career Technical Education has come from the shadows
to the spotlight. If you are not having those conversations at your school, I suggest you start.
We are the ones with the best answers.
A third point, while you have those conversations would be a good time to mention that
CTE has demonstrated that we can address other issues that school administrators struggle
with. Things like graduation rate, dropout prevention, and college enrollment. When you
compare our record on these issues with the rest of the high school world, we can
demonstrate that CTE should be at the table in all those conversations.
If we truly believe in what we do, we will have to be willing to get out of the “shop” and into
the conference room. By nature, most CTE people avoid as many meetings as possible. But
this is the time for us to move out of our comfort zone and spread our story to the rest of the
education community. We all have those success stories we can share, but
to be
really successful we need to bring data to back up our stories. I
encourage you to be anxiously engaged in gathering, collecting and
sharing data about CTE.
The time is ripe to move CTE and your programs into the position
they have always deserved, but it will require us to speak up and take
the opportunities that are presented when they are presented. Let’s
make this an interesting year!
Sincerely,

Alan Shotts
WACTE President, ashotts@park6.org

The ability to embrace change is the best
indicator of success.

The full album of photos from the WACTE Summer Conference is available on the WACTE
Facebook page. Thank you to our talented WACTE photographer, Suzan Newberry.
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Call to Action:

This unsolicited activity was very moving. The
state of Colorado has no Technical Education
program at any of their four year institutions.
The thought of losing the program in
Wyoming was a very difficult message for
many in the room to hear. The membership
immediately asked to whom they could share
their concern for trying to keep the Technical
Education program going despite low
enrollment numbers. The address of the
University of Wyoming president as well as
the Wyoming State Superintendent of Public
Five students from the current cohort in
Instruction are below. If you feel like many
Technical Education participated in the
Colorado Technology Education Association who attended CTEA felt about the College of
(CTEA) conference on October 6 and 7. This Education recommending the elimination of
is the first professional education conference the Technical Education program in
Wyoming, please write a letter identifying
for all of the students. There were some
your concern for the program. Mail the
amazing presentations as well as a very
dynamic key note address from Jason Cloyd, completed letters with your reasons for
who is with Solidworks Worldwide Education support very soon (before the end of October
and Research, as well as a half day workshop 2016) to the addresses below. They are
making decisions daily at the University that
with Brian Huang of SparkFun providing the
can affect the program. Your letters need to
hands-on activity with the electronic
be sent very soon to have the impact
controllers. The students’ most difficult
needed for it to continue.
decisions were trying to decide which high
quality presentation to attend next. The
presenters at CTEA are always very gracious Laurie Nichols
Office of the President
with the student participant as they spend
1000 E. University Avenue
time outside of presenting to visit with and
Dept. 3434
share lessons and reference material for
Laramie, WY 82071
them to take back with them to support their
growing resources files.
Jillian Balow
State Superintendent for Public Instruction
I felt the presentations provided by the
2300 Capitol Ave.
Wyoming teachers in attendance were the
Hathaway Building 2nd Floor
most dynamic presentations. They put
student learning and student engagement at Cheyenne, WY 82002-2060
the forefront of what they were providing. The
Thanks for your time and support. I am
students of Kora Huffman, Adam Pauli and
hopeful that many teachers, administrators
Chad Gibson, all Wyoming teachers
and business personnel find this
presenting at CTEA, are fortunate to have
such dynamic opportunities afforded them in recommendation to be disturbing and hurtful
to the ongoing growth and diversity of
the classroom.
Wyoming’s students as our future decision
The closing ceremony of the conference and makers and workforce.
watching the awards that are shared by a
state association are always a humbling
experience. This year, the very last item they
discussed at the ceremony was the proposed Rod Thompson, Technical Education
University of Wyoming at Casper
elimination of the Technical Education
program at University of Wyoming at Casper.

Technical Education
program ELIMINATED!
Your help is needed!!
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Thompson Works with
EEAC
Jill Thompson continues her membership as a
third-year, nominated member of the Economic Education Advisory Council for the Denver Branch of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. The EEAC is
comprised of educational professionals who provide
expertise and insight in an advisory capacity relative
to economic education planning, programs and resource development. Jill assists the EEAC in providing insight and feedback to help shape educational
programing and in identifying ways to best support
state of Wyoming educators in relation to economics
and personal finance. Members of this advisory
council are selected based on their educational
commitment and dedication, specifically related to
economic and financial concepts.
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What’s Available on the
WACTE Website?
 Membership Application

 WACTE & Division
Contact Information
 Upcoming Event
Information
 Awards & Scholarship
Information
 News Headlines
 Past Issues of Making the Connection

 WACTE Handbook

Visit www.wacte.com
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Jill Thompson, KWHS Financial Literacy teacher
selected as
Inaugural NGPF Summer Institute Fellow
Learning to Innovate at the Stanford d.school
The Summer Institute kicked off with a quick trip to the Stanford University campus where Stuart Coulson,
d.School professor, led us in an engaging design thinking workshop. After a very brief introduction, we partnered
up and Stuart put us to work applying this framework to a project, the Gift Giving Experience. Miraculously, in
about an hour, we progressed through this roadmap and developed and tested some prototypes for products
and/or services to meet the gift-giving needs of our partners. The prototyping step allowed us to channel our
“inner child” as we got to choose supplies like pipe cleaners, Post-It notes, cardboard and construction paper to
bring our ideas to life.
In terms of application to the classroom, many felt that this would be a great hands-on activity to give students
the tools and confidence to succeed in the workplace. Design Thinking also provides an excellent methodology
for lesson or activity design as teachers look to update their curriculum.
.* During our Create sessions, teachers shared their case studies and projects at various stages and received
feedback from other teachers that they could incorporate. We utilized a PLC model to provide the structure to
make these feedback sessions productive.
Teachers As Innovators

Without the daily demands of a classroom, summer provides an opportune time to develop new resources for
the classroom. You know that kernel of a new project idea that you wrote down in March with the promise that
“when I have the time…”
We wanted to use the Summer Institute so our Fellows could turn their ideas into resources they could use in
their classrooms. With that end in mind, we created several “How-To” sessions for our teacher-innovators: * In
our Creating Case Studies workshop, Tim provided educators with a framework to plan and design their own
case studies. It was fun to see how teachers were using their case studies as a vehicle to hone the decisionmaking skills of their students, in areas such as investing in a 401(k). * In our Project Workshop, Jessica shared
her secrets for making engaging, rigorous projects that not only reinforce skills and concepts taught but also
push students to learn even more. Each teacher was able to brainstorm and begin creating a new project to use
in their classrooms this year.
* The best part of our Rubric Workshop was seeing all the various approaches to rubric creation — some start
from scratch, some others have old standby templates they prefer, while others use online software to generate
great rubrics.
Plans are underway for Summer Institute 2017. Those teachers interested in applying should checkout the website nextgenpersonalfinance.org or contact Jill Thompson at jill268@myncsd.org for more information.
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KWHS
DECA

Jennifer Kline, Thayne Macy, and Hannah
Tippin

Kelly Walsh High School DECA’s first official
competition took place at Casper’s Parkway
Plaza on Tuesday, October 4. Twenty-five
members and two advisors participated in
leadership activities and training followed by
role-play competitions in the afternoon.
With only six returning DECA members,
advisors Jill Thompson, WBEA & WMEA, and
Bryce Flammang
were excited with the
following results:

Alexis Arnold, Victoria Bryant, and
Kendra Brutsman

Top Performer Advanced Role Play:

Student members will now spend the fall
preparing for the state conference which will
be held in February 2017 in Cheyenne.

Top Performer
Marketing
Management Exam,
Novice:
Haylie Hasbrouck

Top Performer
Novice Role Play:
Jordan Carlson,
Abby Childs,
Cassandra Dutro,
Michelle Gromer,
Cassie Haupt,

November Newsletter
Please send newsletter submissions to Shawna
Michelena, WACTE Publications Editor, wactenews-

Date to Remember
ACTE CareerTech Vision 2016

letter@hotmail.com

November 30 - December 3, 2016

Submissions may be edited to fit space

Las Vegas, NV

restraints.
Deadline for articles and/or photos
November 1, 2016.
The WACTE membership application is available at:
www.wacte.com

www.wacte.com

* If you are attending send photos

for the WACTE Facebook page to
Shawna Michelena.
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Pathways Innovation Center
Casper, Wyoming

Submitted by:
Mance Hurley, WTEA
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Marketing and Management Education
(DECA) Prepares Students for the Rigors of
College
Marketing & Management Education is the high school instructional program designed to
prepare students for leadership roles in college, the community and in business. Through
Marketing & Management Education, students prepare for career-sustaining, midmanagement, entrepreneurial or executive positions in law, hospital administration,
engineering, medicine, management, fashion, sports management/marketing, graphic
design, accounting, finance, fashion, automotive, or many other fields. Understanding
business concepts in today’s world is important. Business and technology are becoming
more a part of our lives than ever before. Knowing how to function in the ever-changing world
of business will help students be more successful in any career. Students receive classroom
instruction, participate in internships and have the opportunity to participate in DECA
competition. DECA competition prepares students for college and the every-changing world.
Due to the academic nature of DECA, it helps students become better prepared for
college. Owing to the nature of the competition, the DECA competitor becomes better at
problem solving, analyzing information, time management and communicating in a
professional manner. Students develop the academic skills to lead the curve in college rather
than struggling to keep up with their classes. Students learn the competencies in class that
they need to participate on the CCHS DECA Competitive Team.
What is DECA?
The mission of DECA, Inc. is to enhance the education of students and prepare them to be
a leader in their chosen field. In order to participate in DECA at Campbell County High
School, students must take a competency based management and marketing related class
that will help them develop the necessary skills. Students apply the competencies learned in
class in their DECA competitions.
DECA is organized around an ambitious goal of improving education and career
opportunities for students. The emphasis is placed on careers related to marketing,
management, and entrepreneurship, however, any student that participates will develop an
understanding of business, economics, technology, management and leadership that can be
applied to most occupations. DECA competitors work hard all year long to develop the
competencies necessary to
successfully compete at
state, regional, and the
International Competition.
This year the International
competition will be held in
Anaheim, California in April
of 2017.

DECA State President
Campbell County High School
Ryley Constable

www.wacte.com

Recently chosen Campbell County DECA Officers are:
Mikinzie Hoffman, Wyatt Dunn, Abby Rader, Anna Muzzarelli,
Tommy Lubnau, Kyle Bowolick and Michael Kessel.
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