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Hello Everyone!
I hope your school year was awesome and that you are
finishing strong. It has been a year of changes for me as
well as WACTE. For me, moving schools, starting a new
program and FFA chapter, and going from block schedule to
a seven period day. For WACTE, moving away from having
Kristi Holum
an Executive Director and empowering the Executive Team,
a huge legislative effort that was more grass-roots than
WACTE President
anything we have tried before, and a new format for
Summer Conference. While change is hard, it's also necessary. Change does
not come without challenge, but those challenges are what help us grow. In my
last message to you as President of WACTE I hope that you have grown this
year. I hope that your struggles and challenges have led to growth. I hope that
any challenges you faced as an educator helped you grow as a teacher. Our jobs
are important. We are helping to diversify the economy of Wyoming, teaching
skills that will last our students a lifetime, building relationships with kids that
may not fit the mold anywhere else in our buildings, and above all else - we
make a difference for kids. Change is hard, but it's been a wonderful year and
great experience to serve as your president.
Thank you for letting me serve you this year and I hope to see you at Summer
Conference in Gillette June 11-13!
Sincerely,
Kristi Holum

Save The Date
WACTE Summer Conference
June 11—13, 2018

CTE Wyoming's
Be sure to check out all of the GREAT
Summer Conference information in
this edition of Making the Connection!

Game Changer

“Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but
anyone can start today and make a new ending.” —
Holly Hoffman from Your Winner Within
Born and raised in Eureka, South Dakota, Holly
Hoffman was the last remaining member of the
Espada Tribe and the last woman standing on Season
21 of CBS’ hit reality show “Survivor Nicaragua”.
Through that experience, and others throughout her
life, Holly was inspired to share her message of
positivity, determination and confidence with business
leaders, teachers, and students across the nation.
A professional motivational speaker and the author of
Your Winner Within, Holly acknowledges that life is made up of challenges, and we
are oftentimes faced with situations that seem insurmountable. But within each of
us is an ability to focus our thoughts, emotions, and energy to succeed—if only we
have the knowledge, tools, and discipline to do so.
Holly’s writing and speaking not only offer encouragement and optimism but a
roadmap for self discovery and spiritual enlightenment. Her methods—the ones she
uses everyday in her own life—are intuitive, honest, and adaptable to nearly any
situation. Readers and audience members alike walk away inspired to light the fire
of successful living within themselves.
Today, Holly is a member of the National Speaker’s Association and travels across
the country, speaking to schools and universities, healthcare organizations,
women’s organizations, community leaders and business professionals. In her
seventh years of speaking, she has traveled to 30 states and over 170 high schools.
Holly inspires her audiences to take opportunities and focus on attitude,
determination, confidence, desire, faith, and perseverance.

This makes the second year that Pathways Innovation Center has been open.
It has been very exciting in the automotive program, 26 ASE student
certifications were earned by students. The students were able to work on real
world work based projects along with the help of ATECH trainers.

This is a GREAT PD
Opportunity for
ANYONE that
teaches Personal
Finance or if you use
Next Gen curriculum
as a supplement in
your classes. The
FINCAMP is being
brought to Wyoming
with help from the
amazing folks at
NGPF, Wyoming
Jump$tart Coalition,
and Wyoming
Business Education
Association.
Register today and
save the date on
your calendar. This
is a one day event
that will forever
change the way you
teach!

The Encampment 7th grade life skills class just finished their career exploration
unit. They visited the Doggett Greenhouse, Good Things second hand store,
Red Wagon consignment store, Spirit West Bed and Breakfast. Each student
created a resume, job description of a job they could perform today, filled out a
job application and completed an interview. The career project is always a
great success preparing 7th grade students to prepare for the world of work.
Submitted By Cheryl Munroe

The Health Science Division is Currently Inactive…
If You or Someone You Know is Interested in Leading this Division,
Please Contact WACTE President Kristi Holum

Thank You Wyoming CTSO State Advisers For Your Hard Work & Dedication!
You Do Amazing Things For CTSO Members &
Wyoming CTSO’s Wouldn’t Be Successful Without Your Leadership!
Barb Frates—Wyoming FBLA & Wyoming DECA
Stacy Broda—Wyoming FFA
Angela Sweep—Wyoming FCCLA
Janie Wilcox—Wyoming SkillsUSA

The Powell High School Apparel and
Textiles 3 class partnered with a local
Artisan Co-op this year to sell their
one of a kind products.

Powell High School Apparel & Textile
Students

Students made and marketed their
products at Heartworks, in downtown
Powell. The entrepreneurship project
has been a success in the first year
and students are gearing up with new
ideas for next year.

Each student made five items to inventory and several had to replace sold items
in the first month. We are so fortunate to have a community that believes in
CTE programs and provides students opportunities to make a sell their
products. Please visit Heartworks if you get a chance to visit Powell, Wyoming
in your summer travels.
Submitted By Kandi Bennet, Powel High School
If You Know a Student That Could Benefit From the
Sam Hitchcock Scholarship, Please E-mail WACTE
President Kristi Holum for a Copy of the Application!
kholum@ccsd.k12.wy.us

The goal of this conference is to provide opportunities for participants to engage
in active, hands-on learning experiences with high-level engagement and
innovative STE(A)M best practices and instructional
strategies. Participants will walk away from sessions with
tools they can immediately incorporate within their
teaching environments. Audiences will include K-16
STEM educators, counselors, administrators, after school
providers, and others.
With a greater emphasis on
Computer Science this year, there will be a computer
science strand at the conference. A STE(A)M Adventures
pre-conference, rooted in Adventure-based Learning (ABL) theory, will be held
on July 31st.
Register by Visiting the WDE CTE Website

CAMPBELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL’S DECA TEAM PERFORMED ITS BEST
IN YEARS AT THE 2018 STATE COMPETITION WINNING 52 (1- 4 places)

This year’s CCHS DECA team’s performance at the state competition was their best
in years. Students performed better than last year, as well as outperforming most of
the past CCHS teams in the past 20 years, because at this point, it is difficult to
improve from year to year; to do so, more of the students have to win multiple state
titles. Twelve of the fourteen students qualified to attend the International
Competition to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, April 20 – 24 where winners from
around the world will compete for top honors. These students practiced and studied
very hard to produce these excellent results.
In most of the competitions, students
take a competency-based test and solve a
variety of case problems. Scores from the
test and presentations are added together
to declare the winners. Students do not
know which competencies will be
covered ahead of time; therefore they
must be knowledgeable of hundreds of
competencies. The rigor of the
competition is excellent preparation for
any student who plans to attend college,
whether they major in business or not.
Students improve their ability to problem
solve, think quickly, read, write, analyze information and present their ideas. Students
interested in careers in business management, marketing, law, accounting, finance,
business administration, hospital administration, advertising, hospitality,
entrepreneurship, fashion merchandising and a variety of other related careers have a
unique opportunity to specifically study that area while in high school. Campbell
County High School’s program is internationally recognized for academically
preparing students for college.
DECA (An Association of Marketing & Management Students) is part of the
“Marketing & Management Program” at Campbell County High School. To be eligible
to participate in DECA students must take one of the following classes: Introduction to
Business, Business Marketing, Entrepreneurship, Business Management I or II. DECA
practices teach students learn how to apply competencies learned in class to a wide
variety of marketing, management and entrepreneurship case problems and how to
effectively present their ideas to business professionals. Suzan Newberry is the head
coach for the Campbell County DECA team.
Submitted By Suzan Newberry, WMEA

At the International DECA conference, held in Atlanta, Georgia, April 20-25, 2018, eleven CCHS DECA
students won four International (world) trophies, eight “Top Ten” medals and eight students received an
“Award of Excellence” for their outstanding performance at the 72nd International DECA competition.
Two Students in Travel and Tourism Team Decision Making set a
record by winning a top International (World) trophy two years in
a row; one last year and one this year. This is the first time in
Campbell County High School DECA’s history that students in a
Team Decision Making Event has won a trophy for two years
straight. Last year, the team won 1st place and this year they won
2nd place. The record was set by the team of Thomas Lubnau and
Jackson Brieier. Their coach, Suzan Newberry said, “I am amazed
that the same team could keep their scores and momentum up at
that high level for two years. In fact, as far as I can remember in
the past 37 years, there has not been any team in Wyoming who
has won International Trophies two years in a row in the Decision
Making Events.”
Also winning an International DECA trophy from Campbell County High School was a Marketing
Management team winning a 1st place in the team decision making event was Mikinzie Hoffman and Bryn
Reynolds. The students competed with approximately 20,000 students at the DECA International (World)
Competition, competing against all 50 states as well as Canada, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Sweden, Mexico, Spain, Germany, China, Hong Kong, and Korea. This is one of Campbell
County High School’s best showings at the International (World) DECA Competition, says Suzan Newberry;
there were many states that enter hundreds of competitors that did not win as many awards and trophies as the
eleven students from Campbell County High School. In addition to competing, as Wyoming DECA president,
Thomas Lubnau carried the Wyoming flag in the opening ceremonies in front of 20,000 students and DECA
coaches.
During competition, students take a 100 question competencybased test and solve a variety of marketing & management case
problems. Case problems may challenge the students to analyze a
business’ financial information and recommend changes in order
to make more profit; or to design marketing campaigns to rebrand
a company and improve sales; to outlining a safety training
program for employees. The students have between 10 - 30
minutes to study the problem and plan their presentations. Once
prepared, they present their ideas to business professionals. Each
year more than 240,000 DECA members, from around the world,
participate at local school or district competitions. Students refine
their skills and move on to their state conferences, from which
roughly 20,000 students earn the right to compete at DECA’s International Career Development Conference.
The rigor of the competition is excellent preparation for any student who plans to attend college whether they
major in business or not. Marketing & Management Education is designed to prepare students for leadership
roles in college, in the community, and in business. Through Marketing & Management Education, students
prepare for career-sustaining, mid-management, entrepreneurial or executive positions in law, hospital
administration, engineering, medicine, management, fashion, sports management & marketing, graphic design,
accounting, finance, fashion, automotive, and many other fields. Understanding business concepts in today’s
world is important. Business and technology are becoming more a part of our lives than ever before. Knowing
how to function in the ever-changing world of business will help students be more successful in any career.
Students receive classroom instruction, participate in internships and have the opportunity to participate in
DECA competition. DECA competition prepares students for college and the ever-changing world.

Submitted By Suzan Newberry, WMEA

The Powell High School Child Development 2
students are encouraging literacy by being role
models.
This winter students wrote and
illustrated their own children's books and then
shared
their
books
with
local
Kindergartners.
The high school students
wanted to encourage the Kindergartners to
Powell High School
submit entries for the Young Author's
Child Development Students
Contest. The high school students also entered
their books in the local contest. Heidi Barrus
received an Honorable Mention at the Wyoming
Young Author' Contest with her entry "The unFORTUNEate".
Submitted By Kandi Bennet, Powel High School

Upton High School provided students with a CNA class. The
school and instructor are proud that 6 girls completed the class
which was offered through EWC and they are now waiting to
take their state examination so they may begin work as
CNA's. The class was offered for those 16 years of age and
older. Upton High School had 2 sophomores, 1 junior, and 3
seniors take the class. If all goes well, the school hopes to offer the class next
spring. It is very exciting that these girls now have the opportunity to work as
CNA's as they continue on in their field of studies.
Submitted By Mary Rankin, Upton High School
WACTE To-Do List
1.

Register for the 2018 WACTE Summer Conference

2.

Like WACTE on FACEBOOK

3.

Remember to Submit an Article & Photos by September 1, 2018 for the Fall Edition of Making the Connection

When it comes to CTSO competition, many Wyoming students excel in the state; but
can these same students compete on a level that includes 20,000 members and
advisers in downtown Atlanta April 21-24 at the DECA International Career
Development Conference? YES, they can!
After approximately 250 DECA members competed in the State Career Development
Conference in Cheyenne February 5-6, results indicated that 139 members and
advisers from 11 high schools would represent Wyoming at ICDC in Atlanta in April.
Nine of those schools had 59 DECA members receive Top Performing Certificates in
their events, and some will receive Industry Certification in the Hospitality and
Personal Finance areas for their performances.
Trophies go to the top three winners in each event at ICDC. BIG
CONGRATULATIONS go to Bryn Randall and Mikinzie Hoffman, Campbell
County High School, for their 1ST PLACE finish in Marketing Team Decision
Making! The next
BIG CONGRATULATIONS goes to Thomas
Lubnau and Jackson Breier, Campbell County
High School, for their 2ND PLACE finish in
Travel and Tourism Team Decision Making!
“This is the first time in Campbell County High
School DECA’s history that a student in a Team
Decision Making event has won a trophy for two
years straight,” says Suzan Newberry, CCHS’s
coach. Suzan believes this is the first time for
Wyoming DECA that International Trophies
have come home from the same team two years
straight.

Also in the Top 10, Camden Schmidt and Stephani Sommer, Cheyenne East High
School, finished 5th in Business Law and Ethics Team Decision Making! Camden
finished in the Top 10 last year in this event with a different partner.
Placing in the Top 20 were Josh Broomfield and Eliza Bird, Cheyenne Central
DECA, in Entrepreneurship Team Decision; Ryan McManamen and Ben Taboga,
Laramie DECA, in Sports and Entertainment Team Decision Making, and Abijah
Ahern, Laramie DECA, in Human Resource Management Series.
Congratulations to all Wyoming DECA members and advisers for a great year!
Submitted By Barb Frates, DECA State Adviser

Kelly Walsh High School Junior wins Honorable Mention in Inaugural
PAYBACK Challenge!
Next Gen Personal Finance (NGPF), a non-profit committed to ensuring that ALL
students leave high school with
the skills needed to thrive in an
increasingly complex financial
world, is pleased to announce
Sage Coventry has received an
Honorable Mention Award in
their
inaugural
PAYBACK
Challenge. Sage won $500 to be used toward educational purposes and is Jill
Thompson’s Financial Literacy student.
This essay contest attracted over 500 submissions from students in all fifty states.
After playing the award-winning game, PAYBACK, students wrote a 250 word
essay with the following prompt: “How could you use the online game,
PAYBACK, to have a conversation with your parent/guardian about paying for
college?” Teachers from over 500 classrooms nominated the best student essay.
NGPF staff then reviewed and judged the essays. Logan Miller from Cheyenne
East High School also won honorable mention.
Submitted By Jill Thompson, WBEA & WMEA

Wyoming FBLA Headed to Baltimore in June!
Approximately 700 members and advisers from
37 high schools arrived in Laramie March 15
before the foot of snow starting falling!
Without electricity for two hours Thursday
evening, results still got tabulated and finals
were posted. Slight adjustments were made,
and the conference continued on time Friday
despite I-80 being closed to some judges
coming from Cheyenne.
The conference
finished strong and with plenty of sunshine on
Saturday with the annual Awards Program Saturday afternoon!
Following a successful State Leadership
Conference,
Wyoming
FBLA’s
278
members and advisers from 29 high schools
are in the final planning stages and
fundraising efforts to fly to Baltimore to
experience the excitement of the National
Leadership Conference June 28-July 1. In
addition to four days of competition and
leadership workshops, the Wyoming’s team
will enjoy Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, an
Orioles baseball game, and nearby
Washington DC.
Submitted By Barb Frates, FBLA State Adviser
Best of Luck, Wyoming FBLA!

The WACTE website is your source for
WACTE Officer, WACTE Committee Member,
and Division Officer Contact Information.
It also has everything you need for the
WACTE Summer Conference!

www.wacte.com

Hello Wyoming Business Teachers! It’s hard to believe it is already May and school will be finished in a few
days, but don’t worry, there is still plenty of time to continue, renew, or establish your membership with the
Wyoming Business Education Association! Your completed membership application and dues can be mailed
to the WACTE Executive Administrator!
Joining WBEA Provides You With:
 Networking/Socializing , Classroom/Lesson Ideas, Industry Tours & Meetings, FBLA Information &
Ideas, CTE Updates & Information, and Professional Development Hours
Registration is open for the 2018 WACTE & WBEA Conference (June 11th –
13th) in Gillette, Wyoming at Thunder Basin High School. The annual Summer
Conference is a great time to re-charge and get great ideas for the next school
year! The 2018 Game Changer event will be the BEST conference WBEA has
planned in recent years and you do not want to miss it! Hotel rooms are blocked
at the La Quinta and many other lodging & dining options are available. General
WACTE sessions will have great door-prizes, Keynote Speaker Holly Hoffman
will provide a dynamite message on conquering challenges and the banquet will
feature a Casino Night at the Gillette College TEC Center. Grab a friend, take
advantage of the reduced registration rates, and plan to attend!!!


WBEA Conference Highlights:
Ice Cream Social & Networking to kick-off the conference at Ice Cream Café in Downtown Gillette!



Dedicated Mini-Keynote Speaker for Business Teachers presented by Sean Crevier.
The “Island of Fine” keynote challenges the traditional “solo on an island” way in
which we operate as educators. Audience members will be taken through a journey that
encourages professional growth through communities and groups. Reflection on past
practice and projection on future approaches will help set up teachers for maximizing
their conference experience.
Sean Crevier will be with WBEA throughout the conference, in addition to the
keynote message; he will be providing a two PD Bite’s and sessions specific to
Business Education on Flipped Instruction & Implementing Genius Hours 20 % Time. Sean is a Business Teacher, Technology Integration Specialist, and
works on the National Accounting Curriculum Team.



Inside Tour of Big Lost Meadery and its entrepreneurial journey!



Idea Sharing, Lesson Plan Swaps, Literacy Ideas, Leadership Lessons, & Best Practice Discussions!



DECA & FBLA Adviser Sharing, Networking, & Relaxation. Make sure to bring your best ideas for
recruitment, fundraising, and social activities. Even if you are not a WBEA member, but advise a chapter
in a town near Gillette, we would love to see you at the FBLA session on Tuesday afternoon!

WBEA looks forward to seeing you in Gillette, where we hope to provide an outstanding and unforgettable
conference experience! Please share this information with your colleagues as we work to update our teacher
database and membership records.

Submitted By Andrew Borgialli, WBEA

Moorcroft FCCLA students Lane Mosteller, Bryleigh Sessions and Andrea Pfeil
competed at State FCCLA Competition and won first place in the Culinary Arts
competition. These students have had
only one year of advanced culinary
training but were able to show their skill at
the state conference and take the
gold! The team had to prepare, cook and
present a menu of five different items, one
of which was a sweet potato
Moorcroft High School
pancake. One of the judges told their
advisoer, Mrs. Sams, that the team had not
FCCLA Members
packed a grater in their equipment to grate
the sweet potatoes, but one of the team
members just quickly took their knife and started chopping away at the potato
and made a very tasty pancake. This is just one of the ways that FCCLA, and
CTSOs in general, teach students to think on their feet, and make do with what
they have. This is only the second Culinary Arts team that Mrs. Sams has taken
to state competition and she is very proud of the first place medal.

September 5, 2018
November 5, 2018
January 10, 2019
March 5, 2019
May 10, 2019—(CTSO Edition)
Please Send a Short Article or Photo of the AWESOME Things
Happening in Your CTE Classrooms!
wacte.publications@gmail.com

